Applying for Federal Student Aid
Step One:
Create an FSA ID at fsaid.ed.gov

Step 2:
Complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov.
If you plan to attend college starting Fall 2020,
you must complete the 2020-21 FAFSA!
Please keep in mind that the FAFSA is the
STUDENT’S application. When logging onto the
FAFSA, be sure to input the student’s
information first!

What Happens After I Complete the FAFSA?
Once a student signs and submits the FAFSA a confirmation page will be displayed.
Example of Confirmation Page:

On this confirmation page the student will find a very important number: the student’s
Estimated Expected Family Contribution (EFC) figure. The EFC is a measure of how much the
student and/or the student’s family can contribute to the student’s cost of education. The EFC

is NOT how much the student will receive in aid or how much the student will have to pay for
school.
On the confirmation page the student will also find an estimate of how much the student may
qualify for in federal aid (aid from the United States Department of Education) such as Pell
Grant and/or Direct Stafford Loans.
The EFC figure is submitted to all of the colleges the student input on his or her FAFSA. If
additional information is needed (such as verification of tax information) the student may
receive a request for additional information from the school(s). The student should monitor
his or her e-mail carefully so that he/ she doesn’t miss any requests for additional information.
If the student has submitted all requested financial aid documentation to a school and the
student is admitted to that school, the school will then generate an Award for the student. The
school will use the student’s EFC figure to help determine what type of financial aid the
student qualifies for.
This Award will provide the student with important information such as the Estimated Cost of
Attendance (COA) as well as a listing of the different types of student aid the student qualifies
for. (See the Award Sample below.)

Sample Financial Aid Award courtesy of the Georgia Student Finance Commission and their “Paying for College”
brochure (http://gsfc.georgia.gov/)

The Estimated Cost of Attendance is an estimate of all the costs associated with
attending a school such as tuition, fees, books, room, board (food) and living expenses.
Keep in mind that some of the components of a school’s cost of attendance are “hard
costs” or costs that must be paid to the school. Other costs such as living expenses (or
spending money) are “soft costs” or costs that don’t necessarily have to be paid to the
school. Check with your school to find out what cost of attendance components must be
paid to the school.

Important Websites to Bookmark:
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/ : Information about Federal Student Aid
studentloans.gov: Information about Federal Direct Student Loans
https://www.gafutures.org/ : Information about state aid for Georgia residents such as
the HOPE & Zell Miller Scholarships. Also has a scholarship search feature.
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx –
The U.S. Department of Labor provides a database search of more than 7,500
scholarships, fellowships and other financial aid award opportunities
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
College Board provides free access to their database of scholarship sources.
Have additional financial aid questions?
Contact:
Office of Student Financial Aid
University of Georgia
220 Holmes/ Hunter Academic Building
Athens, GA 30602
(706) 542-6147 Phone
osfa.uga.edu
osfa@uga.edu

